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Excellency, 

Complaint in the United States District Court for the 
Southern District of New York-Estate o(Tamar Kedem Siman Tov. et al. v. 

United Nations Relief and Works Agency ("UNRWA "), et al. 

I have the honour to refer to the above-referenced Complaint that was initiated in 
the District Court of the Southern District of New York ("Court") against the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
("UNRWA") and current and former UNRWA officials, and to my letter of26 June 2024 
informing the United States Mission to the United Nations that the United Nations has 
expressly maintained its immunity with respect to the above-referenced case and 
requesting that the competent United States authorities to take appropriate action to 
ensure full respect or the privileges and immunities of the United Nations and its 
officials. 

Since my letter of26 June 2024, the United Nations has become aware that on 
2 July 2024, the Court issued an initial pretrial scheduling order directing parties to 
submit a joint letter and a jointly proposed Case Management Plan and Scheduling 
Order by 23 August 2024. 

The United Nations has also become aware that on 10 July 2024, the summons 
and complaint was left at the UNRWA office in Washington, D.C., and on 15 July 2024, 
the summons and complaint was left at the address of Ms. Ellis. The summonses 
stipulate that within 21 days after service of the summonses, UNRWA and Ms. Ellis, 
respectively, must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the complaint or a motion under 
Rule 12 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, failing which a judgment by default 
will be entered against UNRWA and Ms. Ellis. 

Her Excellency 
Ms. Linda Thomas-Greenfield 
Permanent Representative of the United States 
to the United Nations 

New York 
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Further, Mr. Grandi and Mr. Krahenbtihl received letters, both dated 2 July 2024, 
from counsel for the plaintiffs notifying Mr. Grandi and Mr. Krahenbtihl respectively, of 
the lawsuit and a copy of the complaint along with a formal request that Mr. Grandi and 
Mr. Krahenbilhl waive service of the summons. 

As previously mentioned in my letter of 26 June 2024, pursuant to the legal 
framework applicable to the United Nations, the United Nations has not waived, and 
indeed expressly maintains and reaffirms the privileges and immunities of UNRWA and 
the named current and former United Nations officials in respect of the above-referenced 
Complaint in the Court. In this connection, the United Nations maintains its immunity 
in this matter, including in respect of any attempts for service on the UNRWA and the 
individuals listed as defendants in the Complaint, and would not, accept such service. 

Accordingly, the United Nations hereby returns to the summons and 
notifications. 

I wish to further reiterate my request that the competent United States authorities 
take the appropriate action to ensure full respect for the privileges and immunities of the 
United Nations and the obligations of the United States under both international and 
United States law and to ensure that no judgment or other adverse decision is entered by 
the Court against the Organization and its officials and former officials. In particular, I 
wish to request that the competent United States authorities inform the Court and the 
counsel for the plaintiffs that the United Nations maintains its immunity and the 
immunity of its named current and former officials in respect of the Complaint and any 
legal process related to it. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Miguel de Serpa Soares 
Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs 

and United Nations Legal Counsel 
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KAPLUN (TARASOV), INDIVIDUALLY, 
ESTATE OF MARCEL FRAILICH, BY HEIRS-
AT-LAW MOR FRIDA STRIKOVKI, ZIV 
FRAILICH, AMIT FRAILICH, MOR FRIDA 
STRIKOVSKI, INDIVIDUALLY, ZIV 
FRAILICH, INDIVIDUALLY, AMIT FRAILICH, 
INDIVIDUALLY, SHARON CASPI, AMIT 
CASPI, INDIVIDUALLY, NIV CASPI, MAY 
CASPI, S. C., MINOR CHILD, BY LEGAL 
GUARDIAN AMIT CASPI, ESTATE OF VARDA 
HARAMATY, BY HEIR-AT-LAW AYELET 
HARAMATI MIZRAHI, AYELET HARAMATI 
MIZRAHI, INDIVIDUALLY, AVRAHAM 
MIZRAHI, ITAMAR MIZRAHI, TOMER 
MIZRAHI, EDITH HYAMS, ASHER SABAG, 
MICHAL SABAG, DOR MICHAEL SABAG, 
DANNY OFER VAGE, INDIVIDUALLY, GAT 
VAGE, H. V., MINOR CHILD, BY LEGAL 
GUARDIAN DANNY OFER VAGE, S. V., 
MINOR CHILD, BY LEGAL GUARDIAN 
DANNY OFER VAGE, ESTATE OF MARK 
SHINDEL, BY HEIR-AT-LAW JULIA SHINDEL, 
JULIA SHINDEL, INDIVIDUALLY, IGOR 
SHINDEL, GUY SHINDEL, B. S., MINOR 
CHILD, BY LEGAL GUARDIAN JULIA 
SHINDEL, ESTATE OF YUVAL SALOMON, BY 
HEIR-AT-LAW DORON SALOMON, DORON 
SALOMON, INDIVIDUALLY, ESTATE OF 
GAYA HALIFA, BY HEIRAT-LAW AVRAHAM 
HALIFA, AVRAHAM HALIFA, 
INDIVIDUALLY, SIGAL HALIFA, NOGA 
HALIFA, IDO HALIFA, IRIT LAHAV, TAMAR 
LAHAV, ELIYAHU HANAN BUCH, NITZAN 
LAHAV-PASTER, YAARA SZATMARI, ILAN 
LAHAV, GALIT LAHAV, INDIVIDUALLY, GUI 
LAHAV, R. L., MINOR CHILD, BY LEGAL 
GUARDIAN GALIT LAHAV, AND OMER 
LAHAV, 
 
    Plaintiffs, 
 
  -against- 
 

24 Civ. 4765 (AT) 
 

INITIAL PRETRIAL 
SCHEDULING ORDER 

UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS 
AGENCY (“UNRWA”), PHILIPPE LAZZARINI, 
PIERRE KRÄHENBÜHL, FILIPPO GRANDI, 
LENI STENSETH, SANDRA MITCHELL, 
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ANALISA TORRES, District Judge: 
 

1. Counsel for all parties are directed to submit a joint letter and a jointly proposed 
Case Management Plan and Scheduling Order by August 23, 2024, in accordance with Rule 16 of 
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and the instructions set forth below. 

 
2. COUNSEL FOR PLAINTIFFS IS DIRECTED TO IMMEDIATELY SEND A 

COPY OF THIS ORDER AND THE COURT’S INDIVIDUAL PRACTICES TO ALL 
PARTIES.   

 
3. This case has been designated for electronic case filing.  By the deadline for 

submissions, counsel for all parties are required to register as ECF filers and file a notice of 
appearance in accordance with the Electronic Case Filing Rules & Instructions 
(https://nysd.uscourts.gov/electronic-case-filing).  
 

4. The parties are directed to submit a joint letter addressing the following in separate 
paragraphs: (1) a brief description of the case, including the factual and legal bases for the claim(s) 
and defense(s), (2) any contemplated motions, and (3) the prospect for settlement.   
 

5. The parties are directed to submit with their joint letter a jointly proposed Case 
Management Plan and Scheduling Order.  The parties are directed to consult the Court’s Individual 
Practices and model Case Management Plan and Scheduling Order, which are available at 
https://nysd.uscourts.gov/hon-analisa-torres.  Both the joint letter and the proposed Case 
Management Plan and Scheduling Order shall be filed electronically on ECF, with a courtesy copy 
of each, clearly marked as such, emailed to chambers (Torres_nysdchambers@nysd.uscourts.gov) 
in accordance with the Court’s Individual Practices (See Rule I.B.) 
 

6. Requests for adjournment of the deadline for the above submissions will be 
considered only if made in writing and in accordance with the Court’s Individual Practices (See 
Rule I.C). 

 
7. The parties are advised that the Court requires pre-motion letters before a motion is 

filed (See Rules III.A–C). 
 
8. If this case has been settled or otherwise terminated, counsel are required to file a 

stipulation of discontinuance, voluntary dismissal, or other proof of termination electronically on 
ECF, with a courtesy copy emailed to chambers in accordance with the Court’s Individual 
Practices. 

 
SO ORDERED. 
 

Dated: July 2, 2024 
 New York, New York 

MARGOT ELLIS, AND GRETA 
GUNNARSDOTTIR,  
   
    Defendants.   
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