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437. At approximately 10:30 a.m., Plaintiff Estate of Yuval Salomon sent a final text to

his father, in desperation, tefling him that he could not hold the door any longer and that Ire"was

438.  Plaintiff Estate of Yuval Salomon was killed by Hamas terrorists.

439. Plaintiff Doron Salomon and Simcha remained trapped helplessly in their
saferoom.

440. At approximately 2:00 am on October 8, 2023, Plaintif Doron Salomon’s
telephone battery was running out, so he crawled out of the saferoom to assess the situation and
charge his phone. Because the Israeli Defense Forces were still very far from his location, he went
back into the saferoom and closed the door. He continued to clutch the door closed until the next
morning, through tears, devastation, and remendous sorrow.

~

441. On October 8, 2023, at approximately 9:00 am, Plaintiff Doron Salomon and
Simcha were rescued and evacuated by the military.

442.  As of Februcry 2024, Plaintiff Doron Salomon and Simcha were livicg in a dorm

room at Reichmann University in Herz'iya nd were stﬂl unable to return to their home in Kfar

Aza.
443, The ualomon Famil y uffered 1mmenéé i.nj.u>rie§ *;hat are on—gﬁing and perm;a;em
444.  As a result of the October 7 Attack, Plaintiff Estate of Yuval Sélomon suffered
wrongful death.

445,  As a resuit of the October 7 Attack, and the injuries suffered, Plaintiff Estate of

Yuval Salomon has past and future noneconomic damages, including severe mental pain and
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suffering and loss of enjoyment of life, and past and future economic damages, including lost

446. As_a_result of the October 7 Attack, and Plaintiff Estate of Yuval Salomon’s
wrongful death, Plaintiff Doron Salomon suffered severe mental anguish, extreme emotional pain
and suffering, loss of solatium, loss of services, medical expenses, and economic loss. The injuries
suffered by the Estate of Yuval Salomon, and the subsequent loss of his life, continue to have a
lasting effect on his family members.

447.  As a result of the October 7 Attack and the injuries he suffered, Plaintiff Doron
Salomon has past and future noneconomic damages, including severe mental pain and suffering,

loss of enjoyment of life, past and future economic damages including medical expenses, lost

income, and loss of earning capacity.

448.  Plaintiff Estate of Gaya Halifa was a citizen of Israel and at the time of the acts
alleged, and at al! times relevant hereto, was domiciled in Israel.

449.  Plaintiff Avraham Halifa is the parent of Plaint.ff Estate of Gaya Halifa. Plaintiff
Avraham Halifa i & -itizen of Israel, and at the time of the acts allesed, and at all other times
relevant hereto, was domiciied in Israei. Plaintiff Avrcaam Halifa brings this action mdi§idually _
am; as le'g‘ guardian of the Est state of Gaya Halifa.

450. Plaintiff Sigal Halifa is the parent of Plaintiff Estate of Gaya Halifa and the spouse
of Pl%i;ztiff Avraham Halifa. Plaintiff Sigal Halifa is a citizen cf Israel, and at the time of the acts
alleged, and at all other times relevant hereto, was domiciled in‘ Israel.

451. Plaintiff Noga Halifa is the sibling of Plaintiff Estate of Gaya Halifa. Plaintiff Noga

Halifa is also the child of Plaintiffs Sigal Halifa and Avraham Halifa. Plaintiff Noga Halifa is a
90
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citizen of Israel, and at the time of the acts alleged, and at all other times relevant hereto, was
dommiciled m Israel.

452, Plaintiff Ido H
Halifa is also the child of Plaintiffs Sigal Halifa and Avraham Halifa. Plaintiff Ido Halifa is a
citizen of Israel, and at the time of the acts alleged, and at all other times relevant hereto, was
domiciled in Israel.

453. Plaintiffs Estate of Gaya Halifa, Sigal Halifa, Avraham Halifa, Noga Halifa, and

—

Ido Halifa are hereinafter collectively referred to as “The Halifa Family.”
454.  On the evening of October 6, 2023, Plaintiff Estate of Gaya Halifa met with her
family and discussed her plans to attend the NOV A Music Festival the next day, and that she would

be leaving with her girlfricnd very early the next morning. She was so excited.

455.  On October 7, 2023, Plaintiffs Sigal Halifa, Avraham Halifa, Noga Halifa, and Ido

TY 1

alifa woke up at apnrommateiy 6:30 a.m. to the sounds of blaring sirens, noweV er, the magniiude
of the situation did not immediately register with them. Plaintiff Sigal Halifa then began to receive
numerous frantic text messages from other parents who had children at the NOVA Music Festival,
concerned about their safety.

456,  Plaintift Avraham Halifa was able t¢ co. “municate with Plaintitt Estate of Gaya
Halifa for most of the morning cs she tried to escape to safety, which was mcredibly difficalt due
to he ope'1 terrain around the coucert venue. inu ing places were scarce. Plamuff Avraha Hama
kept in close contact with Plaintiff Estate of Gaya Halifa as she updated him on her whereabouts,
hoping that he could arrange a location *liere he could pick her up.
457.  Meanwhile, Plaintiff Ido Halifa had learned that in one of the simultaneous planned

“attacks that occurred that day, everyone who had attended a friend’s event had been brutally
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murdered. Plaintiff Ido Halifa realized the severity of the situation and repeatedly called family
members to find out what'was happening with everyone, but especially his siblimg, Plairtiff Estate

458. Throughout the morning, Plaintiff Avraham Halifa continued to communicate with
Plaintiff Estate of Gaya Halifa and followed her efforts to escape the terrorists. He provided
emotional support to her, reassuring her that she would be fine, and also logistical guidance in
finding a place where she could hide. Then, they planned, they would arrange a location for him
to pick her up when possible. He stayed strong and positive for her. despite the fear he felt for her
safety.

459.  As was her nature not to worry her family, Plaintiff Estate of Gaya Halifa called
Plaintiff Sigal Halifa to reassure her that she was okay and asked Plaintiff Sigal Halifa to let
Plaintiff Ido Halifa know that as well because she knew he would be concerned. Plaintiff Sigal
‘Halifa remermbered this cail well because it was the last time she spoke to her child. She wili
forever he riddled with guilt that she forgot to tell her that she loved her in ths panic of the moment.

460. Plamtiff Estatc of Gaya Halifa managed to stay alive for scveral hours after the

initial attack by h:ding and moving when needed as she watched the advanc.ment of the terrorists.

She informed Plaintiff Avrahr.n 1 1lifa that 2 friend named Ben had picked her up by cz: ai. ' was

times With }‘s vehicle '0 help people escape.

461. Plaintiff Avraham Halifa felt an overwhelming need to do more to help Plaintiff
Estate of Gaya H~liia, so he left his home to go pick her up even though he\giid not have an exact
location point for where she could get to him safely. He was desperate and eager to have her in his

care. He waited for the next call from Plaintiff Estate of Gaya Halifa, which came at 10:12 a.m.
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Instead of details of a pickup location, the call was filled with Plamntiff Estate of Gaya Halifa’s
pamic and screams that they were being shot at. The call lasted just a few seconds and then it was
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were then followed by silence. He stopped his car and screamed, not knowing what else to do.

462. On October 7, 2023, Plaintiff Estate of Gaya Halifa was murdered by terrorists
while trying to escape the NOV A Music Festival.

463. Plaintiff Avraham Halifa tried to collect himself enough to call Plaintiff Sigal
Halifa, but he could not stop his screaming when she answered that the terrorists had shot their
beautiful daughter. Plaintiff Sigal Halifa wailed and cried like she never had in her life. Plaintitf
Sigal Halifa adored her child and was devastated by her murder. The pain was tremendous and
indescribable.

464. The Halifa Family suffered immense injuries that are ongoing and permanent.

465. The Halifa family now receives psychological treatment and support from a pubiic
crganization that specializes in grief and pata for their injuries.

466. As aresult of the attack on October 7, 2023, Plaintiff Estate of Gaya Halifa suffcred
wrongful death.

167 Asaresult of the Oct;)ber 7 Attack, and the injurics G.ya Halifa suffered, Plamtiff
Estate of Gaya Halifa has past and future noncconomic damages, including severe mentul pain and
";uffeﬁng.and ‘goss.of enjoymént of lite, and past and fwure economic damages, inc;u&ing lost
income, loss of earning capacity, and funeral and burial expenses. In addition to a survival claim,
the Estate brings a claim for wrongful death on beha't of Gaya Halifa’s beneficiaries.

468; As a'result of the October 7 Attack, and Plaintiff Estate of Gaya Halifa’s wrongful

death, Plaintiff Sigal Halifa, Plaintiff Avraham Halifa, Plaintiff Noga Halifa, and Plaintiff Ido
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Halifa suffered severe mental anguish, extreme emotional pain and suffering, loss of solatium, loss

of services, medical expenses, and economic loss. The mjuries suffered by Est f Gaya Halifa,

Lahav-Buch-Paster-Szatmari Families

469. Plaintiff Irit Lahav is a citizen of Israel and at the time of the acts alleged, and at all
other times relevant hereto, was domiciled in Israel.

470. Plaintiff Tamar Lahav is the sibling of Plaintiff Irit Lahav. Plaintiff Tamar Lahav
is a citizen of Israel and at the time of the acts alleged, and at all other times relevant hereto, was
domiciled in Israel.

471. Plaintiff Eliyahu Hanan Buch is the sibling of Plaintiff Irit Lahav. Plaintiff Eliyahu
Hanan Buch is a citizen of Israel and Belgium and at the time of the acts alleged, and at all other
times relevant hereto, was domiciled in Belgium.

AN .A.-I_J.\ T

472. intiti Nitzan Lahse PN e

- 4 JREER o 1. A. paladh ¢ A. Y mleme, DI 1 I——
ling of Plaintiff Irit Lahav. Plaintiff Nitzan

U)

v-Paster is the
Lahav-Paster is a citizen of Israel and at the time of the acts alleged, and at all other times relevant
hereto, was domiciled in Israel.

475, FPlaintiff Yaar. Szatmari is the sibling of Plaintift Irit Lahav. Plain’.ff Yaara
~ Szatmari is a citizen of Israei and at the iimc >f the acts alleged, and at all other times relevant
hereto, was domiciled in Israel. |

474,  Plaintif. Tlan Laha;'%is the sibling of Plaintiff Irit Lahav. Plaintif. Han La'ha-‘.'{ﬁ'is a
citizen of Israel and at the time of the acts alleged, and at all other times relevant hereto, was
domiciled in Israel. _

475.  Plantiff Galit Lahav is the spoﬁse of Plaintiff llan Lahav. Plaintiff Galit Lahav is a
citizen of Israel and at the time of the acts alleged, and at all other times relevant hereto, was

domiciled in Israel.

%4
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476, laintiff Gui Lahav is the chiid of Plaintiffs Ilan Lahav and Galit Lahav. P‘am‘aﬁ
Gui Lahav is a citizen of Israel and at the time of the acts alleged, and-at all other-times relevant

477.  Plaintiff R.1... minor child, is the child of Plaintiffs flan Lahav and Galit Lahav.

Plaintiff R.L., minor child, is a citizen of Israel and at the time of the acts alleged, and at all other
times relevant hereto, was domiciled in Israel. Plaintiff Galit Lahav brings this action individually
and as legal guardian of Plaintiff R.L., minor child.

478. Plaintiff Omer Lahav is the child of Plaintiffs Ilan Lahav and Galit Lahav. Plaintiff
Omer Lahav is a citizen of Israel and at the time of the acts alleged, and at all other times relevant
hereto, was domiciled in Israel.

479, Plaintiffs Irit Lahav, Tamar Lahav, Eliyahu Hanan Buch, Nitzan Lahav-Paster,
Yaara Szatmari, Ilan Lahav, Galit Lahav, Gui Lahav, R.L., minor child, and Omer Lahav are
hereinafter coliectively referred to as “The Lahav Famity.”

480.  On October 7, 2023, Plaintff Irit Lahav was at heme with her child in Kibbutz Nir
Oz, Israel, and present when she and her family were ruthlessly attacked by Ilamas with machine
guns, grenades, and other weapons.

481. On Ocic -er 7, 2023, Plaintiffs llan Lahav, Gui Lahav, R L., i - child, were at

[

ome in Moshay Ein Habsor, Israel, when they were rutl.lessly attacked by H witl: machine
uns, grenaca, and 6-ther weapons.

482.  Plaintiff Irit Lahav was sleeping in her bed around 6:30 a.m. when she was startled
awake by the sounds of missiles shooting through the sky ove-hcad. In 12 quick seconds, she
managed to run to the ‘saferoom with her child, grabbing their dog and a thhe on the way.

Immediately after she closed the door to the saferoom, which did not have a lock, she heard
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shooting sounds outside. Her neighbor texted her and told her that someone was shooting at her
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house. Plamtiff Irit Lahav locked the windows i the seferoomrand turned off the hght o it was
early pitch black. She and her child did not speak a word, not even a whisper. They texted on a

483. Plaintiffs Ilan Lahav, Gui Lahav, and R.L., minor child, were awakened by the
sounds of alarms at the same time and hurried to their saferoom. When they turned their phones
on, they saw numerous texts from others saying that terrorists were attacking and approaching
their area. Shortly after that, Plaintiffs Ilan Lahav, Gui Lahav, and R.L., minor child, heard what
sounded like a bomb explode, so they went outside to look around. A local police officer yelled
for them to get back inside, and they realized the alarms that day were different. They were under
attack. Thev hid in the saferoom for the entire day listening to the terrifving sounds of gunshots
and bomibs exploding all around them, not knowing if or when the terrorists wouid infiltrate their
hofne.

484. The alarms continued to blast, and the sounds of bombs and gunfire became more
frequent, louder, and seemingly closer. Plaintiffs Ilan Lahav, Gui Lahav, and R.L., minor child,
1. tened to every sound so they could have an idea of ".ow “lose or ’qu the terrorists were to their
home.

485, About an hour later, Plainiffs llan Lahav, Gui Lahav, and R L., minor child, started
receiving horrifying videos cf the massacre at the NOVA Music Festival, and disbelief set in.
Plaintiffs Ilan Lahav, Gui Lahav, and R.L. pljnor child, then remembgred that their saferoom door
did not lock and they needed to secure the door for safety, so they built a makeshift lock with a

broomstick and a suitcase strap by rigging the inside of the door. They still did not feel totally
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secure, and they continued to hear gunshots and bombs exploding outside and the terrorists were
trying to enter thew moshav.

486,  Plaintiff Irit Lahav and her child remained in their saferoom all day fearing
lives, listening to a barrage of nonstop weapons blasting from every direction. Grenades were
detonating all around their home. At one point, a neighbor texted Plaintiff Irit Lahav reporting that
he could see armed militants nearby and told Plaintiff Irit Lahav to lock her doors.

487. Since her saferoom door also did not lock, Plaintiff Irit Lahav, built a makeshi_ft
lock out of a vacuum cleaner hose, a boat oar, and a leather strap, with instruction and guidance
from her brother, Plaintiff Ilan Lahav, over the phone.

488.  Plaintiff Irit Lahav and her child then built a wall of books to add a layer of
protection against gunfire and hid under a table. Then they just watched the messages coming in
over the phone, with the grim details that the terrorists were burning down houses and the people
iq them. Everyone was desperately pleading for help.

489. Meanwhile, Plamtiffs Iian Lahav, Gui Lahav, and R.7 .., minor éhild, were viewing
videos from their greup chats which showed trucks full of terrorists rambling around the area. At
one point, the sourds of yelling and shooting seemed to get farther away fom them, but they
coﬁtinued texting friends and T=.mi., in other areas to warn them that terrorists were cowiiii, in

their direction. They were in shock and d‘boel‘éf at what was happenia

490. r\mund 030 a.m. that mumlng Plamuf‘ Irit Laha'. ‘*eéxd voices shouting in
Arabic and shooting at her house from the outside. Then terrorists burst through her back door.
She could hear thera breaking things all around her home. After a few minut=s, they came to the
saferoom, shouting and beating on the door. Plaintiff Irit Lahav held her child tight as they tearfully

said their goodbyes to each other. After several excruciatingly long minutes, the terrorists gave up
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and left. With the light from her phone, Plaintiff Irit Lahav could see a hole in the saferoom’s
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491.  About forty-five minutes later, the terrorists came back to Plaintiff Irit Lahav’s
home, shouting and shooting indiscriminately once again. The terrorists again tried to get into the
saferoom, but were unsuccessful, and left. Over the course of the entire day, terrorists came back
and tried to get into their saferoom five separate times. It was a day of nonstop, terrifying, endless
horror for Plaintiff Irit Lahav and her child.

492, Around 5:30 p.m., Plaintiff Gui Lahav received a text message asking him to go on
guard duty, which is something that all residents of the moshav volunteer to do to protect each
other and the moshav. Plaintiff Gui Lahav bravely arrived at the guard location, was given a gun,
and then shown the direction from where the terrorists were coming. He was on high alert to protect
the people of his moshav.

493. P‘laintiff Gui Lahav also selflessty provided his services in %/arious ways throughout
the next day, which included helping create a makeshift base for Israeli Defense Forces soldiers,
providing them with food and water, as well as assisting with accountability, and evacuating
families.

494, Around 6:00 p.m., Plaintiff Lit Lahav heard a man speaxing Hebrew, who

identified himself a Iaraeh Defense Forces woldier. She was extremely wary about letting him
in, but he had some personal information about a friend of hers that caused her to believe that he

- ~was really with Israeli Defense Forces, so she cautinusly opened the saferoom door. He told

Plaintiff Irit Lahav that her house was destroyed and gave her a comfoiting kiss on the forehead.
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He then instructed Plaintiff Irit Lahav and her child to put their shoes on, grab their dog and their
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essentials, and then they walk “to anwother, safer location in the ibbutz.
everywhere and was saddened to see that the once beautiful kibbutz looked like a battlefield. She
and her child were brought to a house with other people who were rescued. They did not see many
of their friends, but they did see some of their friends’ children crying for their parents. Forty
people from their kibbutz were murdered that day. Seventy-seven people from their kibbutz were
abducted and taken to Gaza. Five very close friends of hers héd been taken hostage. It was an
unforgettable day of snock and horror that will forever haunt them.

496. Plaintiff Irit Lahav and her child were later escorted to another location, a
kindergarten, that was considered bomb-proof. So many people were packed into that building
without food or water and nowhere to sit. Some people were later moved to another kindergarten,
so Plaintiff Irit Lahav and her child coulid then lie down and sieep on the floor for a short time.
They were exhausted bt could still hear weapons shooting until late in the night

497 At 4:00 p.m. the uext day, Plaintiff Irit Lahav was allowed to return to her home to
get the belongings that she wou:d need to take with her to Eilat, where those rescued we: being
faken, Plaintift Irit Lahav did not want to go o L 'lat and wanted to be \Vlth her family, so she and
her child instead wen! to a relative’s house in Yaara Szatmari, forty-five minutes away.
Thféﬁghéﬁt the entire tﬁp, tueywc*e stressed and fearéd that they would corr;e acioss mcre
terrorists. Nonetheless. Plaintiff Irit Lahav tried to stay calm for her child.

498.  Plaintiff [lan Lakay and his family went to Eilat, Israel, two days after theAttack

began and remained there until January 2024, away from their home and the place they loved.
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They each now strugsie with sieep and eating issues, hypervigilance, and hypersensitivity to loud
=~ Y

noises.
499 Plaintiff Gui Lahav used to be an avid runner, but he can no lopger bring himsell
to even go for a jog. His personality has changed drastically. He is now quick to anger, remains

sad most of the time, and cannot concentrate on simple tasks. Plaintiff Gui Lahav hardly spoke at
all for the first month after the Attack.

500. As aresult of the October 7 Attack, Plaintiff Irit Lahav cried all day and night and
did not sleep for six weeks. She no longer has peace of mind and her heart pounds nonstop. Her
anxiety is never-ending. While some of her injuries have begun to improve with the passage of
time, she‘continues to experience bouts of crying, hyper-awareness, and unease around groups of
men. Arabic speaking and writing frighten her. She cannot focus on life and tasks for more than
one day ahead. She does not feel at peace and continues to suffer from extreme anxiety. She is
now a very nervous person and streggled to return to work for three months. She gets angry easily,
which was not her normal character before the attack.

50i. For a while, Plaintiff Irit Lahav could not bring herself to reach out to friends for
fear that ;ney were dead or had lost family members. It was too ha:d for her to manage. She still

suffers from the difficulty f knowing that the terrorists invaded her home and s.av. 1ged through

le.t nolnmg b\..ur d, and what they did not take, they brol\e or dcst'ove\, She and her child have
lost everything.
5n2.  Plaintiff Irit Lahav is now admirably the spokespersai for her kibbutz. She is also

working tirelessly to help get the hostages released and returned.
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503. Plaintiffs Irit Lahav, Tamar Lahav, Eliyahu Hanan Buch, Nitzan Lahav-Paster,

R e kLt Tlgan T T3¢ e T e T T
@& a DZEATIAT, Ilan n_ahav, Galit L anav, Ui L.a:lxa», nLi, 1T

and Omer Lahav suffered

504 As a result of the October 7 Attack and the injuries they suffered, Plaintiffs Irit
Lahav, Ilan Lahav, Gui Lahav, and R.L., minor child, each have past and future noneconomic
damages, including severe mental pain and suffering, loss of enjoyment of life, past and future
economic damages including medical expenses, lost income, loss of earning capacity.

505.  As a result of the October 7 Attack, Plaintiffs Irit Lahav, Tlan Lahav, Galit Lahav,
Gui Lahav, R.L., minor child, and Omer Lahav each suffered severe mental anguish, extreme
emotional pain and suffering, loss of solatium, loss of services, and economic loss, because their
family members were attacked.

506. As a result of the October 7 Attack, Plaintiffs Tamar Lahav, Eliyahu Hanan Buch,
Nitzan Lahav-Paster, and Yaara Szatmari, each suffered severe mental anguish, extreme emotional
pain ‘and suffering, loss of solatium, loss cf services, and economic loss, because their famity
members were attacked

DE. ENDANTS

507. Defendant UNRWA is affiliated with_ bur dist. 1ct from, the United Nations. It was
first established by a UN General AS >embly resolution in December 1949 and has operated stice
1950. It }*ab an omue in '1hattan on bast 44‘h Street, and | u}l-time‘ New- York ased staff
working in that cffice. It works with Palestinian populations in a number of areas outside Gaza,
including Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, and the ‘Zy'est Bank, and no claim is made against it herein

regarding any of its activities in those other areas.
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508. Defendant Phillipe Lazzarini is believed to be a citizen of Switzerland. He has

. e 7 1 £ T INTRELT A
served as Conmmssioner-General of UNREWA \
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2020, As Commisstoner-General he (and his predecessors) had final overall respensibuity fer

l\)

sefting policy, overseeing aperations, and fundraising.

509. Defendant Pierre Krihenbiih! is also believed to be a citizen of Switzerland. He
served as Commissioner-General of UNRWA from 2014 until he resigned in November 2019 amid
controversy over alleged mismanagement, corruption, and abuse of authority.

510. Defendant Filippo Grandi is believed to be a citizen of Italy. He served as
Commissioner-General of UNRWA from 2010 to 2014.

511. Defendant Leni Stenseth is believed to be a citizen of Norway. She served as
Deputy Commissioner-General of UNRWA from June 2020 until in or about June 2023. In that
role she (like her predecessors) was the agency’s second-most-senior leader? and worked directly
with the Commissioner-General in providing strategic direction and operational leadership for the
agency, sharing overall responsihility for setting policy, overseeing operations, énd fundraising.

512. Defendant Sandra Mitchell is believed to be a citizen of the United States. She
served as Deputy Cor.imissioner-General of UNRWA from late 2014 (after pre=-iously working at

other roles at TJNRWA) until hir i.signatior in July 2019 amid the same controverss i

513. Defendant 1‘4 argot Ellis is believed to be a citizen of the Lr"teu Stateo She served
as Deputy Commissioner-General of UNRWA from 2010 until 2014.
514.  Defencait Greta Gunnarsdottir is believed to be a citizen of Icelend. She presently

serves as Director of UNRWA’s “Representative Office™ in New York and has held that position

2 Following Ms. Stenseth’s tenure, the Deputy Commissioner-General role was in late 2023
divided between two separate individuals.
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0. In that capacity, she is part of the agency’s senior leadership team and also

oversees and divects all of UNRWA’s New-York-based staff, whose relevant actions are detailed

515. Each. of the Individual Defendants, during their respective time in UNRWA’s
senior management, directed, ratified, and/or otherwise facilitated the wrongful policies and
actions of UNRWA complained of herein.

516. Claims are asserted against certain Individual Defendants who are no longer
affiliated with UNRWA for their acts or omissions during their tenure with UNRWA but not for
any act or omission following their departure from UNRWA’s employment. Plaintiffs reserve the
right to name additional individuals as defendants as their investigation continues.

BACKGROUND ON GAZA, HAMAS AND UNRWA

517. In order to provide the relevant background context to understand the significance

of the assistance Defendanis provided to Hamas foilowing its 2007 seizure of de facto power in

Gaza, we now briefly describe the relevant pre-7007 histories of Gaza, Hamas, and UNRWA.

Background on Gaza and Takeover by Hamas

518. The current border between Israel and Caza was originally part of the so-called
“Green Linz,” : *flecting the 1949 armistice agreements that brought ax e ' to the first Arab-Israelr
War that began in 1948. Gaza was outside the Izraeli-controlled territory, and from then uutil the
SIX Da\ War in 1967 was co“ntrolrléd by the gove;; meut o“‘ Eg\pt UNKWA began Wc,;rk.i.r; Gaza
almost immediately after its formation and continued to work in Gaza throughout this period.

519. Egypt’s defeat in the Six-Day War led to Jsiaeli control and administration of all of

Gaza from 1967 until 1994 Following the Camp David agreements of 1978, Israei withdrew from

Egyptian territory in the Sinai that it had controlled since 1967, but Egypt did not at that time or
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thereafter seek to resume control or administration of Gaza. UNRWA continued to work m Gaza
throughout this period.
520. TFoliowing the Osle Accords of 1993, day-to-day control and administratien of

much but not all of Gaza was turned. over by Israel to the Palestinian Authority, with Israel
continuing on-the-ground control and administration of certain areas of Gaza until 2005. UNRWA
continued to work in Gaza throughout this period.

521. 1In 2005, Israel withdrew its remaining ground forces and administrative personnel

S

om Gaza, and all Israeli settlers in Gaza were compelled to withdraw by the Israeli government
if they did not leave voluntarily. A subsequent period of political instability led to a de facto civil
war in Gaza, which resulted in Hamas becoming the de facto rulers of Gaza by no later than June
2007, after killing, expelling, or otherwise neutralizing its political rivals from the Palestinian
Authority and other Palestinian factions, most notably including Fatah, which remains politically
dominant on the West Bank. UNRWA has continued to work in Gaza since the Hamas takeover
and thereafier began to aid and aﬁst Hamas’ ferrorist actions, as set forth in greater‘ detail beiow.

Backsround Regarding Hamas

522.  From its foundatio=: in 1987 and through the present day, the explicit politica. goal
of Hamas has been to eliminate the State of Isic 1 and create a fundamehtalist, radical, jihad-
centered, islamic state that governs Gaza, the West Bank, and ali territory now or pr viously
-ciaifnéd by fsrael o | E

523. Various other Palestinian groups claim to support either a two-state solution or a
“one-state solution” in which all »f that territory is controlled by a single multi-religious rmulti-
ethnic society with equal civil rights for all. Hamas, by contrast, explicitly rejects that view, and

instead claims in its governing charter that “[t]here is no solution to the Palestinian problem except
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by Jihad,” by which it means a genocidal war of ethnic cleansing against the entire current

4j¢]
=

ame charter asserts that, among many other incendiary cl
a. “Israel will exist and will continue to exist until Islam will obliterate if, just as
it [Islam] obliterated others before it.”
b. “The day the enemies usurp part of Muslim land [meant to include all of the
current territory of Israel], Jihad becomes the individual duty of every
Muslim. In the face of the Jews' usurpation, it is compulsory that the banner of
Jihad be raised.”

525. Senior Hamas figures have further expounded this specific vision of Jihad (a
concept which may mean different things to different Muslims) by public statements such as
“Allah gathered the Jews in Palestine not for them to have a homeland, but with the intent that it
wili become their mass grave.”

52€. Hamas’ specmc version and vision of Islam, not universally shared Wlth other
Muslims, is of a death-cult society, seeking not only the elimination of Israel, but universal

conversion of all societies to its violent, Jihadi culture, where the dea.h for the sake of Allah is its

highest value. Its slogas, as et forth in the charter. 1s: “Allah is its target, the Proriet .« its modeL,

I—P
jon
m

Korzn its constitution: Jihad is its path and death for the sake of Allah is the loftiest of its
‘ pa :

rya

wishes.”

527. TIndeed. radical Islamic groups with the same ideology as Hamas have frequently
been banne in other Arab and Muslim countries and have frequentl” .ngaged in terrorist acts in
such countries, including the assassination of Arab and Muslim political figures perceived as

insufficiently radical.

105



Case 1:24-cv-04765- AT _Document 17-3 Filed 07/30/24 Page 18 of 89

o s TUVA IS Dyosrmammorss Eﬁrxﬂ:n T¥mimm 44T ~F 17077
el J.:LH"LV"U‘-!- LJUL.«LLHICI ll J. !‘HGU f L5 L !"’&.}C L1y 107

528. Hamas has been consistently commitied to terror and human rights violations in its
actions, niot merely in its thetoric. For this reason, the United States Government designated
under E.0. 12947, a Forel
Organization in 1997 under 8 U.S.C. § 1189, and a Specially Designated Global Terrorist Group
in 2001 under E.O. 13224. Hamas has remained designated to this day. These designations of
Hamas were public events, well known to the entire international community, including
Defendants. In addition, numerous Hamas leaders and fundraisers have been designated by the
United States Government as Specially Designated Nationals whose assets have been frozen as a
result of their activities for Hamas. Similar designations of Hamas have been made by, among
others, the European Union and the United Kingdom.

529. In both word and deed, Hamas has consistently made it clear that it does net feel
obligated to conform to the minimum norms imposed by the law of nations on all states and other
armed groups, inciuding ‘the‘prohibitions against deliberate targeting of civilians, mass murder of
civilians, mass rape, hostage-taking, forture, cﬁmes against humanity, and genocide.

530. Following the Oslo Accords, as traditional Palestinian political gronps with their
own histories of violence began to contemplat. negotiated solutions rather than violence, Hamas,
vhic. had explicitly rejected and denounced the Cslo Arcoi.s, gained increased support from

extremists W'ﬂ]mo to anudgr such :.oderate alternatives.

[9 3938} LIS HULL Sweil sin

o]

531. Subsequent to 2007, Hanas exploited its de facto control of Gaza both to use it a5
a staging ground for cross-border terrorist attacks targeting Israeli civilians and to slowly but
continuously build up an infrastructure of faci'ities and personnel that would enable larger-scale

terror attacks to be launched in the future, predictably culminating in the October 7 Attack.
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b

Israeli civilians &

'-cmple the kidnapping of Avera Mengistu {an

been held captive since 2014) and of H
member of Israel’s Bedonin Arab community who has been held captive since 2015).

533. Hamas permits designated Foreign Terrorist Organization Palestinian Islamic Jihad
(“P1J”), to operate from Gaza with some autonomy and coordinates with PIJ terrorist attacks
against Israeli civilians. PIJ likewise benefits from the material support provided by UNRWA to
Hamas.

534,  UNRWA and its senior leadership are hardly the only third parties who have helped
Hamas build the terror infrastructure in Gaza that was predictably and foreseeably used to launch
the October 7 Attack. In particular, Hamas has received very substantial material support from the
current regime governing Iran, a notorious state sponsor of terrorism. Hamas has also coordinated
its strategy and tactics with other Iranian-backed terror groups in the region, including but not
limited to Herbollah in Lebanon and the Houthi faction in Yemen, which ha%/e a history of
perpetrating terrorist attacks against American and other Western civilian targets as well as Israeli
civilian targets.

'535. But UNRWA was arie i and did- provide material assistance in Gaza to Hawuas

of a ditferent nziure and kind than outside backers like the Iranian goveriument. It could operate

113

openly on t}‘e ground in Gaza where others could not, and exploxt its claimed “civil servant” statu

+
wr-

to impede preemptive security measures aimed at protecting Israeli civilians from future terror
attacks. UNRWA’s sa7¥, facilities, and ability to truck cash U.S. dotlars into Gaza formed a

potent pillar of Hamas’ plan to undertake the October 7 attack.
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536. e Defendants were ali well aware of Hamas’ continuing track record of genocidal

terror-attacks against Israeli civilians, both before and after its takeover ofGaza. Forexample, the

New York, and all major television media:

o

August 31, 2004, 16 killed, 100 wounded, double suicide bombings on two

buses;
b. March 14, 2004, 10 killed, 16 wounded, double suicide bombings;

September 9, 2003, 7 killed, 50 wounded, suicide bombing at Ca e Hillel;

g

d. August 19,2003, 22 killed, 135 wounded, suicide bombing on a bus;
e. August4, 2002, 9 killed, 38 wounded, suicide bombing on a bus;

f. June 18, 2002, 19 killed, 74 wounded, suicide bombing on a bus;

s

May 19, 2002, 3 killed. 59 wounded, suicide bomb:ing in an cutdoor market;

=

May 7, 2002, 16 killed, 55 wounded, at ~ pool hall;

i. - April 10, 2002, 8 killen, 22 wounded, suicide bombing a- Kibbutz Yagur;

[

March 31, 2002, 14 killed. 40 wiunded, suicide bombing at restaurant;

k. March 27, 2002, 22 killed, 140 wounded, hotel Passover seder suicide

bormbing;
1. March 9, 2002, 11 killed, 54 wounded, :.uicide bombing at a café; -
m. December 2, 2001, 15 killed, 46 wounded, suicide bombing on a bus;

n. September 9, 2001, 3 killed, 50 wounded, suicide bombing oat train station;
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AMINI:

John W. Brewer 212.497.8238
MEMBER NY BAR jbrewer@aminillc.com

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

July 2, 2024

Mr. Pierre Krihenbiihl
c/o ICRC

19 Avenue de la Paix
1202 Geneva
SWITZERLAND

Re: Estate of Kedem et al. v. UNRWA et al., S.D.N.Y. No. 24-cv-04765

Dear Mr. Krihenbiihl:

The enclosed documents concern a lawsuit that has been filed against you and others in U.S. federal
court in Manhattan. You should consult an appropriately-qualified lawyer. Please note that as
specified in paragraph 516 of the complaint this lawsuit does not involve any of your actions
subsequent to your employment with UNRWA. This is not an attempt to accomplish formal
service of process on you, but a notification of the lawsuit and a copy of the complaint along with
a formal request that you waive service of the summons, as provided for and encouraged in Federal
Rule of Civil Procedure 4(d).

While the enclosed papers regarding the waiver request are in the standard form language
suggested by the federal court system, we did want to make clear that in connection with a waiver
we are open to negotiating a schedule for you to respond to the lawsuit that might be more
accommodating than what the rules provide by default. Please have your lawyers contact myself
or my colleague Avery Samet if they would like to discuss that or any other logistical or scheduling
issues.

Sincerely,
/s/ John W. Brewer
John W. Brewer

131 WEST 35™ STREET, 12™ FLOOR ¢ NEW YORK, NY 10001
P 212.490.4700 ¢ F 212.497.8222 » www.aminillc.com
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

ESTATE OF TAMAR KEDEM TOV, et al.,
Plaintiffs, Civil Action No. 24-cv-04765

VS.

UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS
AGENCY (UNRWA), er al.,

Defendants.

Rule 4 Notice of a Lawsuit and Request to Waive Service of Summons.
To:  Pierre Kridhenbiihl
Why are you getting this?

A lawsuit has been filed against you in this court under the number shown above. A copy of the
complaint is attached.

This is not a summons, or an official notice from the court. It is a request that, to avoid expenses,
you waive formal service of a summons by signing and returning the enclosed waiver. To avoid
these expenses, you must return the signed waiver within 60 days from the date shown below,
which is the date this notice was sent. Two copies of the waiver form are enclosed, along with a
stamped, self-addressed envelope or other prepaid means for returning one copy. You may keep
the other copy.

What happens next?

If you return the signed waiver, I will file it with the court. The action will then proceed as if you
had been served on the date the waiver is filed, but no summons will be served on you and you
will have 60 days from the date this notice is sent (see the date below) to answer the complaint (or
90 days if this notice is sent to you outside any judicial district of the United States).

If you do not return the signed waiver within the time indicated, I will arrange to have the summons
and complaint served on you. And I will ask the court to require you, if appropriate, to pay the

expenses of making service.

Please read the enclosed statement about the duty to avoid unnecessary expenses.
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I certify that this request is being sent to you on the date below.

Date: July 2, 2024

/s/ John W. Brewer

John W. Brewer

AMINILLC

131 West 35 Street, 12" Floor
New York, New York 10001
Tel. (212) 490-4700
jbrewer@aminillc.com
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

ESTATE OF TAMAR KEDEM TOV, et al.,
Plaintiffs, Civil Action No. 24-cv-04765
Vs.

UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS
AGENCY (UNRWA), et al.,

Defendants.

Rule 4 Waiver of the Service of Summons.

To:  AMINI LLC, attn: John W. Brewer:

I, Pierre Krihenbiihl, have received your request to waive service of a summons in this action
along with a copy of the complaint, two copies of this waiver form, and a prepaid means of
returning one signed copy of the form to you.

I agree to save the expense of serving a summons and complaint in this case.

I understand that I will keep all defenses or objections to the lawsuit, the court’s jurisdiction, and
the venue of the action, but that I waive any objections to the absence of a summons or of service.

I also understand that I, or the entity I represent, must file and serve an answer or a motion under
Rule 12 within 60 days from July 2, 2024, the date when this request was sent (or 90 days if it was

sent outside the United States). If1 fail to do so, a default judgment will be entered against me.

Date:

(Signature of the attorney or unrepresented party)

(Printed name)
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(Address)

(E-mail address)

(Telephone number)
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Duty to Avoid Unnecessary Expenses of Serving a Summons

Rule 4 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure requires certain defendants to cooperate in saving
unnecessary expenses of serving a summons and complaint. A defendant who is located in the
United States and who fails to return a signed waiver of service requested by a plaintiff located in
the United States will be required to pay the expenses of service, unless the defendant shows good
cause for the failure.

“Good cause” does not include a belief that the lawsuit is groundless, or that it has been brought
in an improper venue, or that the court has no jurisdiction over this matter or over the defendant
or the defendant’s property.

If the waiver is signed and returned, you can still make these and all other defenses and objections,
but you cannot object to the absence of a summons or of service.

If you waive service, then you must, within the time specified on the waiver form, serve an answer
or a motion under Rule 12 on the plaintiff and file a copy with the court. By signing and returning
the waiver form, you are allowed more time to respond than if a summons had been served.





